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   Valve Ornament. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It seemed like a good idea at the time, to make an ornament from an old valve - after all many 
people will be unaware of what electronics used to be like and some valves are quite interesting to 
look at! 
Valves had thin pieces of wire (heaters) inside them, and so would glow a dim red colour when 
working.  To provide such a red glow, a red LED was fitted into the centre of the valve base and 
powered from a 1.5V battery and the Red LED flasher circuit.  This was fitted into a cavity milled 
into the wooden base. 
Disappointingly, little of the light from the red LED flasher was reflected from inside the valve.  To 
disperse the red LED light more, a thin circle of translucent polythene was fitted over the red LED 
and beneath the valve. 
The picture above was taken with a 30 second exposure in dim light. 
(The E55L was a special output pentode valve, designed for industrial use and dating from ~1960.) 

 




