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1 Fingerprints 
 
INVESTIGATIONS 
1. Are everyone's finger prints different? 
2. Which is the best method of making a finger print? 
3. How many different types of finger prints are there? 
 
EQUIPMENT 

SCHOOL IKES 
Blank paper (white paper for pencil and cocoa 
prints; dark paper for white powder prints) 

Dust (gluten free / corn / rice flour, cocoa) on 
cotton wool pads 

Hand lenses or magnifying glasses OHP film 
Sellotape Baby cleaning wipes. 
Scissors Grease (Trex?) on cotton wool pads. 
Cloths/paper towels for cleaning up afterwards. Soft pencils 
BluTac / White Tac  
  
 
RISKS 
Check if any children have wheat or nut allergies before using flour and cocoa. 
Children should be reminded to keep fingers out of their mouths and eyes during this activity. 
Wash their hands thoroughly at the end of the session. 
 
METHOD 
1). Finger print directly onto Sellotape - then cover over with another piece of Sellotape. 
 

2). Press finger into a softened piece of BluTac / White Tac. 
 

3). Rub a soft pencil onto paper to make a dark patch.  Put thumb into pencil rubbings. 
 Place your thumb firmly on the sticky side of a piece of Sellotape. 
 Now stick your Sellotape onto a piece of white paper. 
 

4). Rub your thumb with a cotton wool pad covered in flour. 
 Ensure that there is a very fine coating of flour on your thumb. 
 Place your thumb firmly on the sticky side of a piece of Sellotape. 
 Now stick your Sellotape onto a piece of dark paper. 
 If your print is very weak, rub your thumb onto your face or hair 
 (or a cotton wool pad which has some grease on it) and try again. 
 

5). Rub your thumb with a cotton wool pad covered in cocoa. 
 Ensure that there is a very fine coating of flour on your thumb. 
 Place your thumb firmly on the sticky side of a piece of Sellotape. 
 Now stick your Sellotape onto a piece of white paper. 
 If your print is very weak, rub your thumb onto your face or hair 
 (or a cotton wool pad which has some grease on it) and try again. 
 

Further experiments. 
6). Touch a glass or bottle or plastic sheet and look to see if you can see your finger print. 
 (It helps if your fingers are slightly greasy). 
 Very gently blow dust (flour, cocoa etc) onto the finger print on the glass and 
 then put Sellotape over the print to try to lift it from the glass. 
 If you are successful, stick the Sellotape onto paper. 
 

 




